
Good afternoon and welcome to todays BSA E-Filing System - XML Batch 

Processing - webinar. Overseeing this webinar is Ken Janoski, the BSA E-Filing 

System Program Director. The lead presenter will be Matt Gardner, the BSA E-

Filing Program Manager. Please be advised that a copy of this webinar will be 

available for download on the BSA E-Filing web site by the end of the week.
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Before we begin, let’s first identify the target audience for this webinar and what 

we intend to cover:

• The target audience for this webinar is electronic batch filers, specifically:

• Current DOEP batch filers or anyone who are interested in becoming a 

DOEP batch filer.

• Form 8300 filers who are interested in batch filing as opposed to 

discrete filing.

• In this webinar we will provide a:

• Summary of the new XML batch functionality for the FinCEN DOEP 

and Form 8300

• Technical overview of the new XML schemas associated with these 

forms
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We will be covering the following topics during this webinar:

• First we will discuss the key dates for this system change and what impact it 

will have on the filing community. 

• Next we will provide an overview of the supporting XML schema and User 

Guide documentation

• We will then provide some XML batch file examples for both form types in this 

release,

• And finally, before we conclude the webinar, we will take questions from the 

participants using the webinar software interface. Participants can type in 

their questions and we will do our best to respond to as many as possible. If 

we are unable to get to your question during the webinar, please send it to the 

help desk and we will respond to you direct.

Ok, let’s get started…
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On March 22, 2019, FinCEN posted a notice to the BSA E-Filing System public 

page announcing the new XML batch functionality for the FinCEN DOEP and 

Form 8300. A link to that notice is displayed at the top of the slide. 

Two weeks later, on April 5, FinCEN deployed the ability to file the FinCEN 

DOEP and Form 8300 in XML batch format. This was deployed on both the User 

Test and Production sites. A link to the User Test site is also displayed. 

At this time, these forms are available for submission in XML batch format, 

which includes validation of the batch file format and content, as well as 

acknowledgement processing in XML format. NOTE that server-to-server batch 

filers also have the ability to file using the new XML format, which we will go 

over in more detail later in this briefing. 

If you are an existing FinCEN DOEP batch filer --- in which case your batch files 

are in ASCII format --- FinCEN will continue to accept this format until January 1, 

2020. This means that financial institutions will have until this date to fully 

transition to the new XML format if they wish to continue batch filing the FinCEN 

DOEP. 

So to recap: 

1. The BSA E-Filing System as been updated to accept the FinCEN DOEP and 
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Form 8300 in batch XML format. This is true for both the User Test and 

Production environments.

2. Upon submission of the new XML batch file, the system will provide validation 

feedback similar to the other XML form types, as well as batch 

acknowledgements in XML format.

3. The system will continue to accept the legacy ASCII batch format for the 

FinCEN DOEP until January 1, 2020, but XML batch format will only be 

accepted beyond this date.  
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FinCEN has moved to the industry standard of XML for transfer and acceptance 

of batch filings, first with the FinCEN CTR, FBAR, and SAR, and now the 

FinCEN DOEP and 8300. XML format allows for additional data validation via an 

XML schema, a more flexible means for future updates and changes, and 

should make the level of effort needed for programming updates substantially 

lower as compared to the ASCII fixed-length format currently in use. 

There are two important documents that you will help you prepare to batch file in 

XML format: The batch XML schema and XML user guide. 

So, what is an XML schema? An XML schema describes the overall structure of 

an XML document, in this case, the batch FinCEN DOEP and batch Form 8300. 

Simply put, an XML schema defines the layout of the batch file, ensuring that all 

elements are properly named, in the correct sequence, and contain appropriate 

values. Filers can use this schema to validate their batch files in any supported 

XML editing tool prior to electronic submission. If the batch file does not pass 

schema validation, the file cannot be processed by FinCEN and will not be 

accepted. A link to the XML schemas for the FinCEN DOEP and Form 8300 are 

posted at the top of the slide.

The XML User Guide, on the other hand, is a detailed electronic batch filing 
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requirements document designed to be used in combination with the associated 

XML schema.

Simply put, it is the equivalent to the Electronic Filing Requirements for the ASCII 

batch format. It includes business and validation rules to support the electronic 

batch submission of the data in XML format, as well as a detailed description of 

each element that may be recorded. It outlines both the incoming batch file and 

outgoing acknowledgement file format, with detailed examples for each. 

Later in this deck we will breakdown how each element is defined in the user 

guide, but from a high level perspective, each element definition will include the:

• Element name and description

• When and when not to record the element

• What value(s) can be recorded for the element

• How many iterations the element may be recorded

• Conditions to avoid that will result in reporting errors

A link to the XML User Guide for the FinCEN DOEP and Form 8300 are posted 

at the bottom of the slide.
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Here we highlight the overall layout of the XML schema. The example provided 

is from the FinCEN DOEP XML schema, but is the same general layout as the 

Form 8300. 

The schema is broken up into three general sections:

• Redefine

• Batch

• Validation

First let’s briefly discuss the Redefine section. This section takes complexType 

elements from a master schema (internal to FinCEN, which lists every possible 

element for all form types) and filters out which elements are applicable to the 

specific form type, in this case the FinCEN DOEP. 

The next section is the Batch section. This section defines how the batch file 

must be structured in terms of the element order, the element type, and the 

number of acceptable occurrences for each element.
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The final section is the Validation section. This section defines how each element 

will be validated in terms of the value recorded. For example, some validations 

limit the max length of a values that can be recorded, so if more than that 

number of characters is recorded for the element, it will fail schema validation.

On the next slide we will break down the schema further.
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Here we highlight the Party element in the XML schema. The Party element 

represents any individual or entity associated with the form. It is an extension of 

PartyType, which is listed in the redefine section of the schema. 

In the first bullet, we see that there are thee sub-elements that may be recorded 

before any other sub-element for the Party element (they are 

ActivityPartyTypeCode, PartyAsEntityOgranizationIndicator, and 

PrimaryRegulatorTypeCode). Now, depending on what type of Party you are 

recording will determine which of these elements should be included for the 

Party (this is further defined in the User Guide). Then, following the redefined 

sub-elements, the sub-elements PartyName, Address, and PhoneNumber may 

then be recorded (based on the second image for this first bullet section). 

The second bullet provides an example of the validation associated with the 

PartyType sub-element.  In this example, the indicator element that identifies the 

Party as an Entity. For this element, the type is ValidateIndicatorType, which 

only allows a Y to indicate yes, or an empty value (i.e. null) to indicate No. If any 

other value is recorded for this element, it will fail schema validation. It’s worth 

noting that in most cases an element need not be recorded unless there is a 

value associated with them, which is explained in more detail in the User Guide.
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The third bullet is a sample output of the Party element associated with the 

Exempt person, which is indicated by the value of “11” for the 

ActivityPartyTypeCode. As you can see, the sub-elements noted in the first bullet 

are recorded prior to the PartyName and Address elements. And since the 

Exempt person does not have a primary regulator field associated with it, the 

PrimaryRegulatorTypeCode element is NOT recorded for this party type.

We will now shift our focus to the XML User Guide on the next few slides.
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The XML User Guide is comprised on 10 high-level sections, which is the same 

for both the FinCEN DOEP and Form 8300 User Guides. The table below 

describes sections 1-4. They are:

1. Introduction – This section identifies the form type associated with the User 

Guide.

2. Schema Overview – This section provides a high-level overview of the batch 

file, along with the primary element structure breakdown, such as the 

EFilingBatchXML (root) element, the general contents of each Activity 

element in the batch file, which represents each report included in the batch), 

and the various Party element types to be recorded for each Activity element 

in the batch file (as a reminder, the Party element represents either any 

individual or entity associated with the report). 

3. Batch Reporting Requirements – This section provides general element 

definition overview and core batch file formatting requirements that should be 

applied throughout the batch, such as each element must begin with the 

prefix “fc2” and there should be no whitespace characters (leading and 

trailing spaces” in the batch file. 

4. Element Requirements – This section is the bulk of the User Guide. It 

provides a detailed definition of each element in the batch file. Each element 
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in the User Guide is recorded in the same order that it should be recorded in 

the actual batch file. Each element definition includes the sub-bullets listed 

here, such as the name of the element, how many occurrences are 

acceptable as defined by the min and max occurs value, etc. Everything you 

need to know about each element is documented in the elements definition in 

the User Guide.
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This slide is a continuation of the previous one. It includes sections 5-10 of the 

User Guide:

5. Party Element by Party Type – This section provide a table that lists all 

possible Party sub-elements for each party type on the form. For example, a 

list of all elements associated with the Exempt person, the Bank filing the 

exemption, the Affiliated bank (if any), etc. It also provides XML examples of 

each Party type.

6. Acknowledgement Format – This section provides a breakdown of the XML 

acknowledgement file that is returned for each accepted XML batch 

submission.

7. Error Descriptions – This section provides all validation errors, either fatal or 

warning, associated with the batch. 

8. Error Correction Instructions – This section provides information regarding 

how to respond to errors in the batch, such as whether or not to file an 

amendment.

9. Electronic XML Filing Instructions – This section provided detailed policy 

requirements and business rules that should be followed by the filer for the 

form type. 

10.Secure Data Transfer Mode Instructions – This section provides a brief 
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overview of the requirements for filing batch data via secure server-to-server 

transmission rather than manual upload via the web browser. If you are 

interested in this method of submission, please reach out to the help desk for 

consultation.  
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(No notes for this slide)
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(No notes for this slide)
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(No notes for this slide)
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As mentioned previously, each accepted batch file will receive a corresponding 

acknowledgement file in XML format. There is a separate schema that defines 

the acknowledgement file format, as well as a section in the User Guide that 

provides extensive details about this file and what you can expect. Basically, the 

purpose of this file is to return the BSA ID’s assigned to each Activity in your 

batch submission, along with any validation errors triggered at the time of 

submission. If your file is rejected for any reason, you will NOT receive an 

acknowledgement file. This file is returned for Accepted batch files only, with or 

without errors, and is returned generally within 2 business days after submission 

acceptance. The acknowledgement file includes the SeqNum value for each 

Activity in your original batch file so that you can match the BSA IDs to the 

corresponding report in your original batch file. This is explained in detail in the 

User Guide. 
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On this slide we provide a sample DOEP acknowledgement XML file. The 8300 

acknowledgement file will be in the same format but with error codes pertaining 

to the Form 8300. Here we have 3 FinCEN DOEP activities where each is 

assigned a unique BSA ID. The SeqNum value for each EFilingActivityXML 

matches the Activity SeqNum value from the input batch submission. Then, 

under each EFilingActivityXML element we have the BSAID element and the 

EFilingActivityErrorXML element. If there are no errors associated with the 

Activity, then the EFilingActivityErrorXML will be closed with no sub-elements, as 

shown further down in the example. However, when errors are associated with 

the Activity, this element will be recorded for each error, and include the sub-

elements displayed to provide details regarding the error. The ErrorContextText 

element provides the path to the exact location in the input batch file where this 

error was triggered. For example, the first error (P02) was triggered at the 

RawIndividualFirstName whose parent element is the PartyName element with 

SeqNum=“30”. If you search in the original batch file for SeqNum=“30”, you will 

be taken directly to the location where this error occurred. This is the way 

FinCEN maps the errors batch to the original batch submission, and is why the 

SeqNum values in the batch must be unique. 
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As mentioned earlier in this deck, files have the option to transmit their XML 

batch files directly to the FinCEN server without having to utilize the web 

interface. Secure Data Transfer Mode (also known as SDTM) allows for a 

secure, system to system mechanism for transferring batch submissions from 

your organization’s internal server to the BSA E-Filing server. If you already 

have an SDTM account and tunnel to FinCEN, you may continue to utilize this 

method of submission for these new form types, but must follow the naming 

conventions displayed here as well as in the User Guide. If you are interested in 

this method of filing, please reach out to the help desk for additional information. 
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(No notes for this slide)
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